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M.S. in Criminal Justice  The Criminal Justice master's degree is a 36-semester 

hour program, consisting of either a thesis or non-thesis option.  The master's 

degree curriculum is regarded as one of the most contemporary in the southeastern 

http://www.valdosta.edu/crju/graduate/MSCJ.shtml
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Program Format 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE M. S. WITH A MAJOR IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE       

Total hours required for the Degree - 36 semester hours.        

Required Core:  18-21Hours 

CRJU 7000 Criminal Justice Administration 3 

CRJU 7370 Ethical Legal Issues 3 

CRJU 7411 Applied Statistics and Research in Criminal Justice 3 
CRJU 7412 Advanced Research Methods for Criminal Justice 6 

CRJU 7600 Advanced Criminological Theory 3 

CRJU 7990 Area Paper - 3 hours or CRJU 7999 Thesis (for 

students taking the thesis option) - 6 hours 

3 or 6 

 

Criminal Justice Electives:  

Students wishing to take the Applied Criminal Justice Track must take any combination of the following courses: 

Applied Criminal Justice Track  15-18 hours 

CRJU 7100 Seminar in Law Enforcement 3 

CRJU 7620 Seminar in Criminal Victimization 3 

CRJU 7510 Advanced Correctional Therapies 3 

CRJU 7630 Advanced Crime Prevention 3 

CRJU 7710 Seminar in Juvenile Justice 3 

CRJU 7900 Independent Study up to 6 hours 

Guided Electives selected by student with approval of advisor varies 

 

Students wishing to take the Research and Theory Track must take any combination of the following courses: 

Research and Theory Track  15-18 hours 

CRJU 7010 Advanced Comparative CJ Systems

  



http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/documents/mscj_goalstatement.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/documents/GeneralRecommendationForm.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/documents/GeneralRecommendationForm.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/documents/GeneralRecommendationForm.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/documents/209527A_GRS_coi-form1.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/documents/209527B_GRS_coi-form2.pdf
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To be considered for your preferred term all required materials must be received by the Graduate School no later 

than close of business on the deadline.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to allow adequate time for document 

submission and to ensure receipt of documents.  Applications that are incomplete at close of business on the 

deadline will not be reviewed for admission for that term. 

 

Admission Classifications 

 Regular Status 

 Probationary Status 

 The Master of Science in Criminal Justice program will consider requests for Irregular Admission; however, 

requesting Irregular Admission does not guarantee approval to enroll.  See the Graduate School Requirements 

and Guidelines for Irregular Admission for specific information. 

 

International Applicants 
International applicants must meet all admission criteria and documentation requirements as defined by the program, 

however, additional documentation may be required.

http://www.valdosta.edu/iss/prospective/TOEFLTest.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/iss/forms/documents/fin_statement.pdf
mailto:spgray@valdosta.edu






http://www.valdosta.edu/ose/
http://www.valdosta.edu/crc/
http://www.valdosta.edu/counseling/
http://www.valdosta.edu/soc/mft/moorestreetclinic.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/legal/shp.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/access/
http://www.valdosta.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook.shtml


http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUFinalCourseGradeAppeal.docx
http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUFinalCourseGradeAppeal.docx
http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/documents/ReportofAcademicDishonesty.doc
http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/documents/ReportofAcademicDishonesty.doc
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Appendix A: Faculty* 

Dr. Michael Capece Full Professor 229 333-5488 mcapece@valdosta.edu 

Dr. Fred Knowles Associate Professor/ 

Undergrad Coordinator  

229-333-5494 feknowles@valdosta.edu  

Dr. Wilson Huang Full Professor 229-333-5486 whuang@valdosta.edu 

Dr. Rudy Prine Full Professor/ 
Internship Coordinator 

229-333-5489 rkprine@valdosta.edu  

Dr. Deborah Robinson Full Professor 229-249-4974 dmrobins@valdosta.edu 

Dr. Darrell Ross Department Head 229-333-5434 dross@valdosta.edu  

Dr. Christopher Sharp Assistant Professor 229-333-5497 crsharp@valdosta.edu  

Dr. Shani Wilfred Associate Professor/ 

Graduate Coordinator 

229-249-4835 spgray@valdosta.edu 

*Faculty Biography’s and Vita’s can be found at:  http://www.valdosta.edu/crju/faculty/index.shtml  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mcapece@valdosta.edu
mailto:feknowles@valdosta.edu
mailto:whuang@valdosta.edu
mailto:rkprine@valdosta.edu
mailto:dmrobins@valdosta.edu
mailto:dross@valdosta.edu
mailto:crsharp@valdosta.edu
mailto:spgray@valdosta.edu
http://www.valdosta.edu/crju/faculty/index.shtml
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APPENDIX B 

 

Thesis Information: 

CRJU 7999 Thesis 0-3-1 to 0-18-6 
Graded “Satisfactory” or “Unsatisfactory.”  The student must be registered for CRJU 7999 in the term in which the 

degree is earned. For students developing and writing a thesis and as recommended and approved by the student’s 
thesis advisor. Must be taken for a total of 6 hours.  Students who receive 2 "Unsatisfactory" grades will be 

dismissed from the program. 
           

Thesis Information:  (gathered from the V.S.U. graduate school, complete information can be found at 

http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/TDInformationPage.shtml) 

Student Theses must be written in the American Psychological Association (APA) publication style.  This 

publication is now in its fifth edition and can be purchased at the university bookstore (Publication Manual of the 

American Psychological Association 2001, Fifth Edition).  The paper must also be written in a 12-point such as 

Courier or New Times Roman and must be double spaced.  Pages should also be formatted with one inch margins at 

the top, bottom, and sides.  Substantive format issues should be discussed with a faculty advisor; however, a sample 

outline is included in these guidelines.  

 

 The thesis or dissertation represents the culmination of your academic program. It is a 

major achievement, reflecting your development as a professional in your chosen field. It 

provides you with an opportunity to demonstrate your intellectual capabilities through the 

production of an original piece of research. While you will have the assistance of many 

others in completing this project, including faculty and fellow graduate students, the 

finished thesis or dissertation reflects your work, your effort, and your intellectual 

development. You should exercise great care in preparing your thesis or dissertation in 

order to produce a study of which you and Valdosta State University can be proud. 

 Final drafts (already defended) of theses and dissertations are to be submitted to the 

Graduate School for review no less than two weeks before graduation of each semester. 

This means the Graduate School will have up until the time of graduation to review 

theses and dissertations and for students to make corrections (if any) for the Graduate 

School. Fall's deadline accommodates the Thanksgiving holiday.  

o Check the graduate school website for current deadlines for the semester you 

intend to defend your thesis.   

 

Component Checklist:  

(Page order for a thesis or dissertation. Items with asterisks (*) are optional. )  

 Title Page 
The title should reflect the actual content of the study by using key words that represent major areas of your 

investigation. Avoid using symbols, formulae, and numerals in the title. You should also avoid “jargon” in 

the title, wherever possible, and avoid being “cute.” Do not count or number. Left margin - 1.5"; top, right, 

and bottom margins - 1".  

 Copyright Page 
You are strongly encouraged to copyright your thesis or dissertation. The copyright page immediately 

foll
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You must have a signature page with original signatures for each official copy of your dissertation. Each 

signature must be in blue ink. It is a good idea to have adequate copies of the signature page and an 

appropriate pen with you when you defend. Assuming your defense is successful, you can get signatures 

while your committee is together. (If changes must be made, you may still be able to get signatures from 

each member of your committee except your major professor, who will sign only after verifying that the 

changes have been properly made.) Submit all signed signature pages with the final draft of your thesis or 
dissertation and proof of binding fees paid. These pages must all be produced on the 20 pound weight acid- 

free paper used for your archival copy. Do not count or number.  

For each member of the committee, indicate their full name, academic degree (Ed.D., Ph.D., Ed.S., etc.) 

and their proper rank and field of study (i.e., Professor of Biology, Associate Professor of Special 

Education, Assistant Professor of English, etc.) 

 Fair Use and Duplication Release Form 
This form must follow your signature page. It states whether or not appropriate personnel in the Odum 

Library have your permission to act as your agent to release copies of your document if they are requested. 

The form also lets the reader know that your document is protected under the laws of copyright. Both 

signature lines and statements should be included on the form. Do not count or number.  

 Abstract 
The abstract should tell the reader your topic, research methods, and major findings. The abstract is double-

spaced and should not exceed one page in length. It is useful to keep within the guidelines established by 

University Microforms International, which limits an abstract to 350 words. Begin numbering using Roman 

numeral i.  

 Table of Contents 
Only material following the table of contents is listed in the table of contents. Use Roman numerals (for 

example, Chapter I, Chapter II, etc.); include appendices and their titles. Be sure to check page numbers; if 

corrections are made the pages may require renumbering. 

 List of Tables, Figures, or Illustrations 
Number and title all tables, figures, photographs, and illustrations. If you have three or more figures and/ or 

illustrations, present a list showing their location after your table of contents. There should be a separate list 

for Tables, a list for Figures, and one for illustrations if needed.  

 Preface (optional)  
The preface may be included in an introductory section of a manuscript. The preface is preliminary to and 

separate from the main text and explains the purpose, plan, or preparation of the work. A preface is not 

necessary for most theses or dissertations but may be included if the author believes it serves a useful 

purpose, and his or her committee agrees. If a preface is included, it normally contains acknowledgments. 

 Acknowledgements (optional)  
While your thesis or dissertation must be your intellectual property, you could not have written it without 

the assistance of a number of individuals and institutions. The acknowledgements page provides you with 

the opportunity to thank those who provided that assistance. You may include as many individuals as you 

desire. This is also the appropriate place to list permission to quote copyrighted material. Single space text. 

 Dedication (optional)  
A dedication is not required but may be included if desired. A dedication should be short and to the point. 

Single space text. 

 Body of Text  
Your text should be arranged in a logical order, divided into appropriate chapters. Refer to the style manual 

approved by your department in this regard. Begin numbering with Arabic number 1. The first page of each 

chapter should have a 2" top margin; remaining pages 1" top. No bold-faced type in headings or sub-

headings (for graduate school purposes, follow APA 5th for headings); double space.  

 Footnotes, Endnotes, and In-Text References 
Footnotes, endnotes, or in-text references (short explanations in parentheses in the text) are acceptable to 

the Graduate School. You must consult the style manual approved by your department and use its 

recommended format consistently in your thesis or dissertation. 

 Bibliography 
Consult your program's style. For example, in APA style, a bibliography includes all sources consulted that 

relate to your research project. A Reference List is used to compile all the sources actually cited in your 
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manuscript. If you are not using APA, consult the appropriate style manual for the proper format preferred 

by your department.  
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Appendix C:  Helpful Links  

Access Office http://www.valdosta.edu/access/ 

Admission/Readmission Application https://www.applyweb.com/apply/vsug/menu.html 

Criminal Justice Faculty http://www.valdosta.edu/crju/faculty/index.shtml 

Criminal Justice Program Website http://www.valdosta.edu/crju/ 

Graduate Catalog  http:

http://www.valdosta.edu/crju/faculty/index.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/catalog/1011/grad/index.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/library/learn/howto.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/gradschool/gradappforms.shtml

