
 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions about Valdosta State University's 

DPA Online Degree Programs 

 





Q.) How many applicants apply each year and how many applicants are accepted each year? 

A.) Our DPA program is highly competitive and many students apply each year. We received 

113 applications for Fall 2021 and admitted 38.  

 

Q.) As a new incoming class begins each fall semester does it function as a cohort. 

A.) No.  Our classes do not function as cohorts.  

 

Q.) The DPA handbook, pg. 7, states that each student must identify an area of concentration 

by the end of 18 hrs. of coursework. Once an area of concentration is identified the student 

will work with his advisor to develop a Program of Study which the advisor must approve. This 

Program of Study will govern the remainder of the student’s coursework. What is the name of 

this process or form and where do I obtain it? 

A.) The form is our DPA Program of Study which is processed when the student is advised.  The 

Advisor uses this form to guide the student through to graduation. 

 

Q.) How comprehensive does the resume need to be?  Overall summary or detailed 

descriptions of course work, training, and programs involved in. 

A.) An overall summary will be fine 

 

Q.) For the concentration area, if the student is interested in both policy analysis as well as 

program evaluation, can these two interests be bridged into a coherent concentration? 

A.) Yes, this can be done. 

 

Q.) 



     According to Brewer, et al “the degree title tends to be more informative about the 

     kinds of doctoral students recruited and the scale of faculties employed… DPA programs 

     tend to be aimed at training practitioners than Ph.D. programs are, but this 

     difference does not translate into substantially greater levels of scholarly  

     


