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SCI 3103 – Course Design: Guidelines for Content & Evaluation 
 
Enduring Understanding:     
Science is the systematic study of the natural world which includes the totality of the physical and biological 
factors that have and continue to influence the evolution of living organisms. 

https://study.com/academy/goal/professional-licensure/teacher-certification/gace-georgia-assessments-for-certification-of-educators.html?src=adwords_gdn&rcntxt=awc&crt=244316913308&kwd=ckwd&kwid=aud-400845132854&agid=51178074856&mt=&device=c&network=d&devicemodel=&placement=www.horsetalk.co.nz&gclid=CjwKCAjwxo6IBhBKEiwAXSYBsxz1nvJCKN1-CsPYwAYB24FIilwI0M6CHK7cTCPBXzDWU-0KA-48eBoCey0QAvD_BwE
https://study.com/academy/goal/professional-licensure/teacher-certification/gace-georgia-assessments-for-certification-of-educators.html?src=adwords_gdn&rcntxt=awc&crt=244316913308&kwd=ckwd&kwid=aud-400845132854&agid=51178074856&mt=&device=c&network=d&devicemodel=&placement=www.horsetalk.co.nz&gclid=CjwKCAjwxo6IBhBKEiwAXSYBsxz1nvJCKN1-CsPYwAYB24FIilwI0M6CHK7cTCPBXzDWU-0KA-48eBoCey0QAvD_BwE
https://study.com/academy/goal/professional-licensure/teacher-certification/gace-georgia-assessments-for-certification-of-educators.html?src=adwords_gdn&rcntxt=awc&crt=244316913308&kwd=ckwd&kwid=aud-400845132854&agid=51178074856&mt=&device=c&network=d&devicemodel=&placement=www.horsetalk.co.nz&gclid=CjwKCAjwxo6IBhBKEiwAXSYBsxz1nvJCKN1-CsPYwAYB24FIilwI0M6CHK7cTCPBXzDWU-0KA-48eBoCey0QAvD_BwE
https://study.com/academy/goal/professional-licensure/teacher-certification/gace-georgia-assessments-for-certification-of-educators.html?src=adwords_gdn&rcntxt=awc&crt=244316913308&kwd=ckwd&kwid=aud-400845132854&agid=51178074856&mt=&device=c&network=d&devicemodel=&placement=www.horsetalk.co.nz&gclid=CjwKCAjwxo6IBhBKEiwAXSYBsxz1nvJCKN1-CsPYwAYB24FIilwI0M6CHK7cTCPBXzDWU-0KA-48eBoCey0QAvD_BwE
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NGSS Middle Grades Life Science Performance Standards 
 

MS-LS1  From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes 
1. Conduct an investigation to provide evidence that living things are made of cells; either one cell or many different numbers and types 
of cells. 
 
2. Develop and use a model to describe the function of a cell as a whole and ways parts of cells contribute to the function. 
 
3. 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls3-1-heredity-inheritance-and-variation-traits
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
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Personal E

https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/BrowseGPS.aspx
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Official Information 

Attendance Policy: Participation in class activities is crucial, therefore attendance will seriously impact the final 
grade. Tardiness causes problems for the entire class when you miss directions for lab, so being later than 10 minutes 
more than 3 times will be an unexcused absence. After that, any late arrivals over 15 minutes will be graded as an absence 
for the entire class. Excused absences must be made up but will not lower this grade. Attendance grades will be calculated 
as follows: 

No Absences at ALL  125% 
 1 Absence    100% 
 2 Absences     75% 
 3 Absences     50% 
 4 Absences     25% 

More than 4       0% 
 More than 6   Course Failure  

 
Emails:   Please Use My Blazeview Email for All Class Matters!!! 
 My VSU email: lesliesj@valdosta.edu should only be used if it is urgent 
 To be safe, you need to Check Your Blazeview Email OFTEN (several times per week) for updates 

Class emails are not text messages and are expected to be written coherently.  
My title is Dr. Jones and you should start any email with that included in a greeting.  
The first thing you should do is tell me which of my classes you are in because I have several.  
The next sentence should contain the reason for your message.  
After you explain yourself, you should close the message properly. 

 

 
Academic Honesty: Members of the class are expected to maintain high standards of integrity. This course will use 
the VSU Handbook Code of Ethics as a basic standard of behavior, and everyone in the class is required to read the Biology  
Department Plagiarism Policy: http://www.valdosta.edu/colleges/arts-sciences/biology/documents/resources/PlagiarismPolicy.pdf  Evidence 
of dishonest conduct or cheating will result in no credit for the assignment and depending on the case, a grade of “F” for 
the course. Do not expect leniency for claims on the grounds of not knowing better. You will be reported to the Dean of 
Students and letter of concern documenting the problem will be sent to the College of Education. Be aware that employers 
such as school systems do call that office at VSU to check on whether you have a record of infractions.  
 

Statement of Student Support: I support all students regardless of immigration status or country of origin. As 
a Dreamer Ally, I support Dreamer students and promote their sense of belonging and safety as they pursue their higher 
education goals. For more information and resources about higher education visit a website for another university until we 
have something this on our VSU website:   https://international.uoregon.edu/immigration_faq. I commit to not sharing 
your status with anyone if you reveal it to me. I also remind you that when interacting with faculty, staff, and 
offices around campus you are never required to reveal your immigration status. 

 

Access Statement: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may contact the Access 
Office for assistance in determining and implementing reasonable accommodations. The Access Office is located in Farbar 
Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871 (VP) and 229-219-1348 (TTY). For more information, 
please visit VSU’s Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu. 

 

Title IX Statement: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work and 
learning environment free from discrimination and harassment.  VSU is dedicated to creating an environment where all 
campus community members feel valued, respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including pregnancy status, sexual harassment and sexual violence), 
sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic information, or veteran status, in the 
University's programs and activities as required by applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The individual 
designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning 
nondiscrimination policies is the University's Title IX Coordinator: Maggie Viverette, Director of the Office of Social 
Equity titleix@valosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia 31608, 333-5463. 

 

Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act:  Grades cannot be posted by Name or Social Security Number.  
Scores and student work will not be given over the telephone, by email or to another student. 

 
  

http://www.valdosta.edu/colleges/arts-sciences/biology/documents/resources/PlagiarismPolicy.pdf
https://international.uoregon.edu/immigration_faq
mailto:access@valdosta.edu
mailto:titleix@valosta.edu
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Writing Requirements 
Objectives: 


