
ORGANISMAL BIOLOGY SYLLABUS - BIOL 1030 - Section A – Spring 2020 

Lecture:  CRN 21938
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be dropped and will not be included in your final grade calculation. THERE ARE NO MAKE UP TESTS. If you must miss a 

test for any reason, this will automatically be the lowest score and will not be included in your final grade. The final test 

is scheduled at the time and date formally assigned by the registrar. The test scores average will be worth 75% of your 

final grade (3 will be counted, each worth 25%). 

 In Class Quizzes:  Expect that in-class άclicker responseέ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǉǳƛȊ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

count as the remaining 15% of your final score, equivalent to one test.  Quizzes will also be used to determine 

attendance for financial aid purposes. The lowest quiz score will be dropped and not used in determining your final quiz 

average.  Missed quiz scores cannot be made up and will be counted as a zero. 

LearnSmart assignments: Assignments from the HoefnagelΩǎ άConnect LearnSmartέ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ мл҈ 

of your final grade. You are required to go online to the posted web site and register by purchasing the electronic 

version of the textbook. This package is considerably cheaper than the hard copy. The link to the HoefnagelΩs class 

registration site will be posted on Blazeview. 

COMMUNICATION: 

Email: Email is the simplest and primary way to contact me outside of class and is the quickest way for me to contact 

you as well. All email should be sent directly to jfelder@valdosta.edu. You are required to check and maintain your 

Valdosta State University email account. I will only communicate with you through this official email account. Do NOT 

email using the Blazeview system.  

Blazeview: We will be using Blazeview throughout the semester as a tool for sharing information. I will post course 

tentative grades as well as any necessary class materials. Note that I use the Blazeview site grade sheet only to report 

grades to you. I do not use it to actually calculate grades. I use a separate spreadsheet. All official course information is 

located on Blazeview and students are expected to regularly access the Blazeview website.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY: You are expected to attend all scheduled course activities, and active participation is part of your 

course grade. Because of the nature and structure of the class, attendance is vital to your success in the course. We will 

strictly adhere to VSU’s policy ƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ά! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ misses more than 20% of the scheduled 

classes of a course will be subject to receiving a failing grade in the course” (Undergraduate Catalog 2011-2012, p. 89). 

Also note that the instructor is required to file the last date of attendance for any student failing the course. This 

information is used by financial aid authorities to assess potential payback of aid funds. 

BIOLOGY TUTORING:   The Student Success Center (SSC) at Valdosta State University is located in Langdale Residence 

Hall above the Tech Shop and is available to all students. The SSC provides free peer tutoring in core curriculum courses, 

including biology, chemistry, math, writing, and foreign languages. The SSC also provides free professional academic 

advising and on -campus job information in one location.  Call 333-7570 to make an appointment, or visit the website: 

mailto:jfelder@valdosta.edu


Farbar Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871 (VP) and 229-219-1348 (TTY). For more 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ±{¦Ωǎ !ŎŎŜǎǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ access@valdosta.edu. 

TITLE IX STATEMENT: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work and learning 

environment free from discrimination and harassment.  VSU is dedicated to creating an environment where all campus 

community members feel valued, respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including pregnancy status, sexual harassment and sexual violence), 

sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic information, or veteran status, in the 

University's programs and activities as required by applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The individual 

designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning 

nondiscrimination policies is the University's Title IX Coordinator: Maggie Viverette, Director of the Office of Social 

Equity, titleix@valosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia 31608, 229-333-5463. 

SOI Statement: At the end of the term, all students will be expected to complete an online Student Opinion of 

Instruction survey (SOI) that will be available through SmartEvals. Students will receive an email notification through 

their VSU email address when the SOI is available (generally at least one week before the end of the term). SOI 

responses are anonymous to instructors/administrators, and they will be able to access results only after they have 

submitted final grades. Before final grade submission, instructors will not be able to see any responses, but they can see 

the percentage of students who have or have not completed their SOIs. While instructors will not be able to see student 

names, an automated system will send a reminder email to those who have yet to complete their SOIs. Students who 

withdraw or drop a course will also be sent invitations to complete the Dropped Course Survey. Complete information 

about the SOIs, including how to access the survey, is available on the SOI Procedures webpage. 

Special Note: HB 280 – Concealed Carry – This class does have high school students dual enrolled. That means 

concealed carry is not allowed and is illegal in this class. 

 

Tentative list of topics and schedule   Biology 1030  Spring 2020 

Important  Dates 

January    

Monday 13 – Classes begin 

Tuesday 14 – First BIOL 1030 class  

Monday 20 – MLK Holiday 

1 Introduction 

2 The Chemistry of Life    

3 A tour of the cell     

4 The energy of life  

February 

Thursday 13 - Test 1   ******TEST 1 ******* 

 5 Respiration    

6 Photosynthesis      

7 Mitosis and Cancer   
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March 

Thursday 5 – Midterm date (this is not an exam) 

Thursday 



III. Cheating: {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ άCέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŦƻǊ 



i. I understand that incomplete work will not be accepted and will summarily receive a grade of zero.  

j. I understand that work that does not follow instructions in all respects will not be accepted and will 

summarily receive a grade of zero. 

k. I understand that in the event of a personal emergency resulting in missed assignments it is my 

responsibility to contact the instructor as soon as possible. I also understand that any possible make up 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ōȅ ŎŀǎŜ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  

l. I understand that it is my responsibility to make sure I understand all assignment instructions and due 

dates. It is not the instructors fault if I fail to meet these expectations.  

m. I understand that my grades are based only upon the assignments given. There are no opportunities for 

άextra creditέ ƻǊ άadditional assignmentsέΦ  

n. I understand that it is my responsibility to seek additional help from the instructor or campus tutorial 

services when needed.  

o. I understand that the time to worry about my grades is all during the term. Grades are final after the class 

is over.  

p. I understand that no late or additional assignments will be accepted for any reason after the course 

closes.  

q. I understand that grades are not negotiable. Complaining or begging extra points after the fact are not 

appropriate behaviors. 

r. I understand that my grade will be based on the criteria detailed earlier in this syllabus and that it is my 

responsibility to seek clarification if it is needed. 

s. I understand that this course will assign grades on a 10 point scale and no curve is to be used in assigning 

those grades.    

t. I understand that the instructor cannot and will not predict nor promise any grades before all scores for all 

assignments are done and the class is completed.  

u. I understand that the instructor will only discuss my final grade for purposes of explanation or correction of 

a possible mistake.  Discussions about disappointment with grades, complaints about grades, grade 

changes or general whining about poor performance will not be entertained.  

 

 

 


