Biology Department —College of Science & Mathematics —Valdosta State University

PLANT SYSTEMATICS ~ BIOL 3650/5650 SPRING SEMESTER 2020
Instructor: Dr. Carter Weekly Lecture and Lab Schedule:

Office: BC 1040 (Herbarium) or BC 1105 Mon Lec AB 9:00-9:50 AM, BC 1025
Telephone: 333-5759, ext. 5763 Wed Lec AB 9:00-9:50 AM, BC 1025

Office Hours: Mon & Wed 10:00-10:50 AM; Fri Lec AB 9:00-9:50 AM, BC 1025

other times by appointment Lab A 10:00 AM-12:50 PM, BC 2040

LabB 1:00-3:50 PM, BC 2040
Course Description
A survey of the principles of plant systematics that includes identification, nomenclature, evolution, and
classification within the plant kingdom, and a systematic survey of plant families, with emphasis on local
representatives.
Pre-requisites: BIOL 1107K and BIOL 1108K
Contact hours: 150 mins lecture + 170 mins lab per week
Credit hours: 4 sem hrs

Course Outcomes
Following course outcomes are linked to Biology Department Educational Outcomes (B) and
Valdosta State University General Education Outcomes (V).
The student will demonstrate understanding of the basic principles of systematics, including
identification, nomenclature, classification, description, and the inference of evolutionary
patterns from data. [B2; V4, 7]
The student will demonstrate understanding of evolutionary processes and patterns as
exemplified in the ma



Supplementary References

An Introduction to Plant Taxonomy by Lawrence, 1955: Especially useful in matters of phytography,
copies of this classic text will be checked out to students by your instructor and reclaimed at the end
of the semester.

Other references and assigned readings will be provided electronically through BlazeVIEW.

Other Required Items
Notebook for recording notes in lecture and lab

A hand lens for use on field trips will be checked out to each student by your instructor early in the
semester and reclaimed at the end of the semester.

Recommended Items and Practices

Old clothes, including long pants, and sturdy shoes or boots for field trips

Insect repellant (with DEET) for field trips

Immediately upon returning from field trips, students are urged to check their bodies thoroughly for
ectoparasites (i.e., ticks) and, if possible, to shower.

Bottled water for field trips

Food for all day field trips

COURSE POLICIES & REQUIREMENTS

General Statement. In order to complete this course successfully, one must be mindful of all policies
relating to attendance, grading, etc. **Before the end of the first week of classes, after reading the
course syllabus and comprehending the policies presented therein, log onto BlazeVIEW and use
BlazeVIEW Mail to send a brief message to your instructor informing him that you have reviewed the
course syllabus and understand all course policies.** If any course policy is unclear, it is the student’s
responsibility to confer with the instructor for clarification. More information about BlazeVIEW may be
found below.



Technology HELP-Desk located in Odum Library (telephone 245-4357).

Attendance, Punctuality, Participation and Cooperation. Regular attendance, punctuality, participation
and full cooperation are expected. The student is responsible for all material missed, regardless of the
reason for absence. Students arriving late for class should enter the lecture room or laboratory quietly
and take the nearest available



http://catalog.valdosta.edu/

A complete field trip schedule, including dates of the weekend trip, will be provided before the end of
the first week of classes.

Lecture Examinations. Several lecture exams will be given during the semester, at least one of these
prior to midterm. Collectively, these exams account for 40% of the course grade. Each lecture exam will
be announced at least one week in advance.

Keying Tests. Several keying tests will be given to measure proficiency using analytical dichotomous keys
in the Manual of the Vascular Flora of the Carolinas. Substantial lab time will be devoted to supervised
determination of unknown specimens, using these keys. It is essential that the student attend lab and
field trips regularly and practice identification of specimens in order to develop proficiency with the
keys. Collectively, the keying tests account for 30% of the course grade.

Plant Collection. Each student will be required to prepare and submit a collection of at least 100 species,
representing at least 40 vascular plant families. Early in the semester, a plant press will be checked out



based upon each individual student’s overall performance, including patterns of consistency, trends
toward improvement, and positive attitude as demonstrated through attendance, participation, and
cooperation.

Academic Integrity. Students are encouraged to work together and to learn from one another in an
appropriate manner. Cooperation among students is especially encouraged in certain laboratory
exercises and in study outside


http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
/colleges/arts-sciences/biology/documents/resources/PlagiarismPolicy.pdf



http://catalog.valdosta.edu/

before the end of the term). SOI responses are anonymous to instructors and administrators, who will
be able to access results only after final grades have been submitted. Before final grade submission,
instructors will not be able to see any responses, only the percentage of students who have or have not
completed the SOIs. While instructors will not be able to see student names, an automated system will
send a reminder email to those who have not yet completed the SOIs. Students who withdraw or drop a
course will also be sent invitations to complete the Dropped Course Survey. Complete information about
the SOIs, including how to access the survey, is available on the SOI Procedures webpage.



/academics/academic-affairs/sois/welcome.php




TENTATIVE



