
BIOL 1100    Biology Freshman Seminar  Fall 2020 
 
 
Instructor:   Dr. Robert Gannon 
  Office:   BS 2035 

Office hours via phone:  T 1030 -1130, MW 1100 ± 1130, or by 
appointment (send me an email). 

        Phone:   333-5759 
       Email:   rlgannon@valdosta.edu 

 
DO NOT send me emails via BlazeView. 
 
Pre- and/or Co- Requisites: 
 
BIOL 1100 is required as a co-requisite for all incoming freshmen biology majors 
before or during enrollment in BIOL 1107.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
 
 Students will learn the following: 
1) Biology major requirements, general advising, strategies for success, and related 
career paths from biological research to professional programs. These topics will be 
covered as indicated on the schedule; 
2)  The basics of the scientific method and scientific writing.  
 
These learning outcomes correspond to the biology educational outcome #1 and the 
VSU General Educational Outcomes 3, 5, 7 and 8. 
 
Required Course Materials:  None 
 
Assessments:    Your Score   Course Grade 
 
 Attendance   (max) 49 %    ______  90 ± 100 %  = A 
 Study Habit Guide    6 %    ______  80 ± 89.9 %  = B 
 Scientific Writing  10 %    ______  70 ± 79.9 %  = C 
 Career Plan   10 %    ______  60 ± 69.9 %  = D 
 Career Slide   10 %    ______        <59.9 % = F 
 ePortfolio   15 %    ______  
   Total  100 % 
 
 
 
All assignments turned in via the ePortfolio must be typed or they will not be 
accepted.        
 
 



 
 
 
 
Attendance: 
 
Attendance in this course is absolutely required.  Each student is responsible for all material 
missed regardless of the reason for absences. Students earn 3.5 % points for each class 
attended up to a maximum of 49 %. 
 
Students must arrive within the first ten minutes of each class to be given credit for that day.  
 
Extra Credit: 
 
Face masks are required to be worn at all times in class. If all students wear their masks 
properly throughout the entire period, then all students present that day will earn 0.3 % extra 
credit for that day. (maximum of 3.6 % for the term). 
 
Privacy Act (FERPA): The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibit the 
public posting of grades by social security number or in any manner personally identifiable to 
the individual student.  No grades can be given by email or over the telephone, as positive 
identification can not be made by this manner. 
 
Disruptive behavior:  No disruptive behavior of any kind will be tolerated in this course.  
Students should restrict talking and discussion to pertinent questions related to course material 
and these questions should be directed toward the instructor.  Entering a classroom late or early 
is discouraged.  Any student disrupting lectures will be required to leave the classroom.  Use of 
cellular telephones or any similar remote communication device is prohibited during class time.   
 
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this 
course may contact the Access Office for assistance in determining and implementing 
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