Biology 3250, Ecology and Evolutipfall2018
Professor: Corey Devin Anderson, Ph.D. (Evolution, Ecology, and Population Biology)
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Lecture bcation: BSC1202
Days and timeTuesdayThursday2:00to 3:15 PM.



Course overview

This course is an introduction to ecological and evolutionary theory. Although ecology and evolution are
presented as separate disciplines, their interaatis emphasized and proficient knowledge of how
ecology and evolution interact is a major learning goal and requirement for passing this course.

While the course presents an integrated view of ecology and evolution, in the first half of the class, the
foc



Grading

luse arank-based~}E "S5 | E vlisystenhis fnedns that yowill be evaluatedbased on how
well you perform(in terms of your point totaljelative toother students in the class.

When possible, | like tosenatural breaks in th@oint distribution to determine letter grades. For

example, if there is a substantial point differential separating the top five students in the class from the
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bottom of the distribution determine those students that do not pass (i.e., I¥Rhe case thatliscrete

natural breaks in the distribution do not exist, | will use quartiles of the distributiassist in parsing

the distribution.

Thereare approximately900 points that can be earned in this courg®0 points from exams400

points from laboratory exercises, and 50 points for attendaridere will be threainit exams(all

multiple choice format), each worth 100 m$. My multiple choice tests are designed to be challenging;

| expect the nedian score to be@®5. There will also be a cumulative firfalssay questiongyorth 150

points.| consider he final examto bevery important F}E «Spu vSe v (& SZ (ie. pforj@to]v _
0}A 8Z us}(( (}@E ), ywur peifedmance on this final testay influence my decision as to

whetheryou will pass or fail. will also consider your performance on this test if you fall near the cutoff

between other letter grades (e.g., C/B and B/A).

The laboratoryexercises come in various formats, but a big chunk of your score will be based on a
written scientific papefworth 250 points or 62.5% of your lab gradé)l other






Attendance policy

Attendance is requisite for all laboratoriagd is strongly enawaged for lecturel will randomly survey
attendance in lecture 10 times during the course. Every time that you are present you will receive five
points, for a total of 50 possible points. If you are planning to miss lecture or lab, you must contact me
(via email) before the lecture or lab (unless it is an emergency situation).

There are not make up labi$.you are sick, a note is required from a health professionaifficial

0SS &Z Y Vv Clu upes }vs pmeferabvidemdiliefdréithe lab you are going to
misg. Other excuses will be considered on a case by case Hagis.have a planned absence, you may
participate in theother lab sectionslt is very important that you are not late for field trips.

Although I willnot take roleevery day of clas$ may occasionally giwequizor additional test questions
(as required) during lectur&his means that if you miss lecture, you will get a zero on these exercises.

Field trip attire

We wil be taking multiple field trips into inhospitable areas ahdingmostof these field trips wavill
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recommendedTo avoid mosquitoeand overheatingwear ligh (or earth)colored clothingDuring
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Insect repellenthats, and/or sunscreen & o0°¢} *uPP 5 X }v[S (}EP S $gnd@®]vP E]vI]
eat something before we leavéor bring food alond) Some of theplaces we visiDONOThave
restroom facilities, so please relieve yourself prior to departure or be pEpa S} pe ~}us }}E
( Jo]s] «_U J( & «u]E& X

Writing and plagiarism policy

For writing assignmentstringing togethephrases and sentences fropublished sources onsidered
plagiarism ad will result in a zero on that assignment



that exam.
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