
 
 
ORNITHOLOGY (BIOL 3950/5950):                        1107 Biol/Chem 333-5770 
Spring 2014 Syllabus                       



LABORATORY & FIELD 
 
Please assemble in the lab at 7:25 a.m. to check out binoculars; van will leave from the northeast 
door of building.  Wear appropriate field attire (long pants, boots or high-tops; rain gear if 
advisable; bug spray); bring field journal, field guide.  



BIOL 3950 Spring 2014 
 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  Students requiring classroom or testing accomodations 
because of documented disabilities should discuss their needs with the instructor at the beginning of 
the quarter.  To register with the Access Office, go to 1115 Nevins or call 245-2498 (voice) or 219-
1348 (tty).  
 
 
COURSE GOALS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 
This course is designed to give the Biology Major a basic understanding of the biology of birds, 
including anatomy, physiology, reproduction, behavior, ecology, and evolution.  Class Aves 
includes nearly 10,000 species of uniquely adapted warm-blooded vertebrates, which occupy nearly 
every environment and niche available on Planet Earth.  Birds are the most observable group of 
vertebrates, due to their mostly diurnal habits and tolerance of humans, and so direct non-invasive 
observation of a wide diversity of birds is possible in a course as it is with no other group of 
vertebrate animals.  The course features a heavy emphasis on identification and observation of birds 
in their natural habitats.  In addition to visual learning, acoustic memory skills are taught in this 
class, as they arguably are in no other. 
 
With reference to the Educational Outcomes for the B.S. Degree in Biology (see p. 113 of 2009-
2010 VSU Undergraduate Catalog) and as explained above, BIOL 3950 is particularly designed to 
give the student extensive background in Outcomes #2 and #5. 
 
With reference to the VSU General Education Outcomes1, BIOL 3950 will significantly address the 
following: #3) Students will use computer and information technology when appropriate; #4) 
Students will express themselves clearly, logically. and precisely in writing and in speaking, and 
they will demonstrate competence in reading and listening; #5) Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles and proficiency in laboratory practices; #7) 
Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences from oral, 
written, and visual materials. 
 
 
1http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml 
 


