
GRADUATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
October 23, 2014 

Meeting Location:  3007 Converse Hall 
 
 

Present:  Jennifer Branscome, Bonni Cohen, Lorena Cole (for Corine Myers-Jennings), Phillip Dybicz (for 
Michael Sanger), Matthew Grant, Dixie Haggard (w/proxy for Fred Knowles), E-Ling Hsiao, Lyle 
Indergaard, Sandra Kregar, Jennifer Lambert-Shute, James LaPlant (presiding), Linda Most, David Nelson, 
Alicja Rieger, Mel Schnake, Nancy Swanson, 



 

4. Graduate Student Travel Awards:  To date just over $5,000 has been awarded in student 
travel. 

 
5. Graduate Assistantship Allocation:  Dr. LaPlant said this will be visited in November, but we 

know that super sections and labs are fewer due to low enrollment.  Our graduate 
assistantship stipend pool will need to absorb graduate assistantships previously covered by 
GOML.  The Committee also discussed the creation of research assistantships for which 
faculty could apply. 

 
 
Topics from the Floor 
 
Dissertation and Thesis Defense – Committee members were asked how many chances students are 
allowed to defend before being dropped from a program.  E-Ling Hsiao said she would ask her 
department, but usually committees pass with conditions, and dissertation chairs must guide students.  
Other program coordinators with dissertation or master’s programs were asked to relay the question to 
their departments. 
 
Follow up e-mail from CLT:  “Typically, we get the possible problems fixed in the proposal level (ex. 


